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Sheldon MineEPA

Cleanup Actions 
Prior to EPA 
Involvement

In 1975, the Prescott National 
Forest and the University of 
Arizona, School of Renewable 
Natural Resources graded and 
covered the Sheldon Mine waste 
rock and tailings pond. They 
regraded eroded banks, added 
limestone and topsoil, and 
seeded native grasses. This resto-
ration improved erosion control 
and the landscape, but wind and 
water erosion have damaged the 
soil cap over time. 

Figure 1
Sheldon Mine Tailings Pile

Sheldon Mine Site
Yavapai County, Arizona´
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the site was also the location of a former mill and tailings 
pond.  Abandoned mine waste was left in two areas: the 
Sheldon Mine Tailings Pile and the Sheldon Mine Waste 
Rock Pile.  The waste rock pile and the tailings pile are 
sources of heavy metals and Acidic Mine Drainage (AMD) 
in the Lynx Creek watershed.  Acidic Mine Drainage is the 
formation and movement of highly acidic water containing 
heavy metals and it can have negative impacts on human 
health, animals, and plants.  

In 2005, EPA collected and analyzed soil samples at the 
Sheldon Mine site and found elevated levels of lead and 
arsenic that were above EPA’s Regional Screening Levels 
(RSL).  In addition, EPA conducted a geotechnical evalu-
ation to identify options for soil and slope stabilization at 
Sheldon Mine.  In 2012, EPA conducted additional field 
screenings and evaluated removal alternatives and erosion 
control for the mine waste.  

Introduction 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 
Region 9 is working to protect the residents living near the 
Sheldon Mine site in Walker, Arizona.  The purpose of this 
fact sheet is to update you on the progress of the cleanup 
and invite you to a community meeting.

Site Background
The Sheldon Mine site is located approximately 2 miles 
southeast of the Town of Walker, Yavapai County, Arizona 
on unincorporated private land within Prescott National 
Forest, north of the headwaters of Lynx Creek and seven 
miles upstream from Lynx Lake reservoir.  The Sheldon 
Mine was one of the larger mining operations in the area 
and it recovered copper, gold, silver lead and zinc from 
the 1860s through the 1950s.  Historical records indicate 



Reasons for  
Taking Action 
High concentrations of heavy metals, 
including lead and arsenic, are present 
in tailings, soil and sediments at the 
Sheldon Mine site.  Nearby residents 
and recreational visitors can be ex-
posed to heavy metals in dust through 
breathing or touching dust.  The 
removal action will reduce the amount 
of metals entering Lynx Lake, which is 
used for recreation.

In order to protect human health and 
the environment, the US EPA Region 
9 Superfund Emergency Response 
Section plans the following actions for 
the mine tailings pile. We anticipate 
that this work will begin in April 2013 
and take five weeks.  

Implement erosion control mea-•	
sures to reduce arsenic and lead 
enriched mine tailings in surface 
water runoff

Reduce the infiltration of water into •	
the mine tailings pile to reduce the 
quantity of mine influenced water

Remove existing contaminated sedi-•	
ments from the bottom and banks 
of the seasonal stream leading to 
Lynx Creek

The waste rock pile will need to be 
addressed in a separate removal action 
in the future.

Please stay away from the Sheldon 
Mine site before and during EPA’s 
removal action.  Avoiding the site will 
prevent exposure to contaminants and 
possible health risks. 

View of the Sheldon Tailings Pile facing north

Community Meeting

EPA will hold a community meeting to discuss and answer questions 
about the Sheldon mine cleanup on Wednesday, March 6 at 6 PM at the 
Walker Fire Department. 

Wednesday, March 6 
6:00-8:00 PM 

Walker Fire Department 
5881 S. Walker Road
Prescott, AZ 86303

Contact Information 
If you have questions or concerns, please contact any of the  
following individuals: 

EPA Contacts

Dan Shane
On-Scene Coordinator
(415) 972-3037
shane.dan@epa.gov

Grace Ma
Community Involvement 
Coordinator
(415) 947-4212
ma.grace@epa.gov


